REPORTED ANIMAL BITES IN MARYLAND,
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MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND MENTAL HYGIENE
PREVENTION AND HEALTH PROMOTION ADMINISTRATION
CENTER FOR ZOONOTIC AND VECTOR-BORNE DISEASES
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Baltimore, MD 21201



Animal bite reporting in Maryland

In Maryland, animal bites are reportable (Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 10.06.02.05,
Reporting Bite or Non-Bite Contacts to Humans). Any person having knowledge of a bite to an
individual by an animal shall report the facts of the contact to the local health department, the
local animal control authority, or a law enforcement agency. Bite reporting is required to ensure
that individuals who are potentially exposed to rabies (a fatal viral encephalitis) via a bite from
an infected mammal are adequately assessed for risk and receive appropriate preventive
prophylaxis if indicated.

The local health department reports on a monthly basis to the State Public Health Veterinarian at
the Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene the aggregate number of bites by the
species that inflicted the bite. No data are provided regarding the breed of dog, cat or other
species inflicting the bite, nor are data surrounding the circumstances of the bite collected.

For questions regarding these data, please contact the Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene, Center for Zoonotic and Vector-borne Diseases at 410-767-5649.
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